New drainage system improves the lives and health of thousands

Baghdad Neighborhood Clean-up

“Sewage and garbage piled high
right over there. The smell was
bad and the garbage had many
diseases — my oldest boy was
sick a lot. The street was
flooded and there were many
flies and rats. Life is better now
than it was before.”

- Sahar Khidair, whose husband
is a border policeman.

Iraqi workers, hired as part of a $14 million USAID program in
conjunction with the Coalition Provisional Authority, brought trucks and
workmen to remove the waste. Next, the project hired Iraqi workers to
build cement drainage ditches to carry away waste water from the
neighborhood streets.

The sewage is being diverted into an underground pipe leading into
the nearby Tigris River. Eventually it will be linked to a wastewater
treatment plant.

A dozen of the 15,000 people, who live in the Saida area in Karada
District of the Iragi capital, stood in front of a small shop and told
American visitors how the drainage system has improved their lives.

For more information, please visit www.usaid.gov.
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